
Locum Minister Rev. Nancy Norman 
Email  nancy.norman1@googlemail.com   
Telephone 01721 721699 

Services Sunday 18 July  2021  
 
Kirkurd & Newland  Zoom Worship - 10am - Steven Whalley (see email for link) 
 
St Andrew's Zoom Worship - 11.30am - Murray Campbell (see email for link)  
 
Carlops Church Zoom Worship - 10am - Murray Campbell (see email for link) 

FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS 
Sharing of News & Information 
Anything you would like shared should be emailed to  
intimations@standrews-westlinton.org   
by Thursday lunchtime  would be really helpful to allow 
time to collate and distribute it. 

Interim Moderator  Rev. Calum Macdougall  
Email  MMacdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Telephone 01899 830 615 or 07974 031 402 

Linkage wide Outdoor Communion Service - Sunday 22nd August at 3pm 
 
We will hold a Communion Service in the graveyard area of Newlands old church on Sunday 22nd August at 3pm. This will 
be a joint service and will involve the ministers from the whole of the new linkage. Everyone from all 6 churches of West 
Tweeddale is warmly invited to attend.  The site is by the bridge over the river Lyne; it was a place of worship for around 
500 years until the early 1800s. It does involve a short walk through the field from the church car park but is not too 
strenuous so most people would be able to get there but we can also offer land rover transport for anyone who needs it. 
We would ask people to bring folding chairs or rugs and come warmly dressed as well as bringing a flask of tea and a bun 
so that there is an opportunity for some chat afterwards.   
 
We hope to have the involvement of people from all 6 congregations at this service -both as readers and with musical 
contributions. 
 
It should be a great way of sharing worship and fellowship within the new linkage. Newlands is a relatively central spot 
and we can be totally flexible with numbers as it is outdoors. If the weather is really horrible we will postpone to Sunday 
5th September as it would not be possible to transfer it to the church because of potential numbers. We will take a can-
cellation decision by noon on Sunday 22nd. 

Prayer Group 
For a number of years a small number of our church family 
have had meetings on a Wednesday morning to pray  
together over a wide range of topics. With the arrival of 
the Pandemic the gatherings became weekly via Zoom 
Prayer is an important and powerful facet of our faith. All 
are welcome to participate. Should you like to know more 
please speak to Colin Herd or Helen Bruce.   



Reflection - Doing a New Thing Isaiah 43: 16 - 21 
Doing a new thing, something different, something we've never done before can be something we approach with 
excitement, but it can also be something we may approach with some uncertainty, with some hesitancy and may-
be even with some fear.  
 
Growing up I was never the most confident. I was more than happy to remain in the background trying my best to 
stay out of the limelight. However, life and the situations and people around you has a way of drawing you out, of 
placing new things in your path, new things that can’t be avoided, that have to be dealt with, embraced and maybe 
even enjoyed. For me all this probably didn’t really start to change until I started work, where working in a re-
search environment meant that you had to share and present your results on an ongoing basis to your colleagues 
and others. That could happen in a relatively informal way but more often than not would involve standing up in 
front of a screen talking to slides, which for me was just about the worst sort of new thing possible, in the spot-
light, exposed, presenting to people who were all much more experienced and knowledgeable than me. 
 
What I didn’t realise, and I would never have realised if I hadn’t had to do that new thing, was that I had gift inside 
me, which ultimately God would use to bring to lead Worship. A gift that with the right tools, a bit of training, some 
experience and a bit of confidence led me to realise that I actually enjoyed doing that new thing.  
 
As Church if we reflect on the past 16 months, where we’ve come from since the start of Lockdown, from not being 
able to meet to Worship, to then discovering this new thing called Zoom, which would allow us to meet, in a new 
way. And while acknowledging that not all have been able to join in, to then discover that so many, young and old 
would embrace it and that it would allow us to hold close in fellowship, enjoying a different kind of worship service 
throughout our Lockdowns.  
 
And now we collectively stand on the cusp of more new things, blended services with some of us in Church and 
others on Zoom, enjoying the fruit of our new extended Linking and welcoming a new Minister to lead us on the 
next part of our journey together. We are blessed to have a God that never stops doing new things! 
 
In the passage from Isaiah God is talking, through the prophet, to the Israelites being held captive in Babylon. God 
reminds them of the great things that He had done for their fore fathers. Then He says, stop looking behind you 
though, don’t rely on those past victories or successes to sustain you and don’t allow past failures to hold you 
where you are. In the passage God then says to the Israelites, at Verse 19, “look forward”: 
 
19 See, I am doing a new thing! 
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland. 
 
God encourages the Israelites, not to accept that captivity is their final destination but to trust God in the new 
thing He is doing. And this message is as much for us today, to believe that God is preparing a new thing, new 
things, for each of us individually and for us collectively, as Church. 
To believe that there are exciting new things ahead for all of us. 
I’m excited.  
 
I’m excited about God at work in our Churches, I’m excited about God at work in our Churches in our communities, 
I’m excited about God at work in our old Linking and  I’m excited about God at work in our new Linking. I’m excited 
about God at work in the new Minister that God is preparing to lead us into new things. 
 
I’m excited, because God is doing a new thing.   

Kevin Scott 


